‘board of directors oﬁ.ﬁm Ur:

" banrLeague on Thursday, May-
or Giuliani shed some light on:
how he thinks his government’
should respond to-ra¢
-Thathe acknowledged the
problem seemed news.in it-
self. “I dor¥t have a special: _
message faranygroup,” he has
said before: “People-in this
city . . . need moreof certain
general things— mmmmau edu-
cation, jobs.”

That puts him-on one side of
the national debate between proponents of
color-blind politics — his side — and tham-
pions of race-specific remedies. African-
Americans’ experience of involuntary\{im-
migration; servitude and cultural :
dispossession is unique: Yet Giuliani-
doesn’t think he should treat them unique-
ly. Looking ﬁa&%mom is his way of healing

At the league meeting, board Bm:&mw
UoEN Q:.aam: told Tire‘mayorthat -
ism, the attack on blackmales, is a: E.:Ew
concern.” She:asked if he!d not just:“speak:
out” against that, but also “focus more nar-
rowly and specifically” on it..

Giuliani atfirst seemed to duck the heart
of her question. “It’s a bigissue,” he said.
“It’s.alot of different issues.rolled into-one
— societal-violence; police violence, the
perception of black males and crime.

“On crime, I believe very strongly that
the crime bill is a paradigm . . . offering not
Jjust more police and prisons, but more
hope and prevention. Beacon schools and
athletic leagues give kids o@@oi::&mm to
see other ways-of life... . .. ,

“But prevention programs could take
years to help the African-American com-
munity. 8o, in the short term, we need con-
tinued investment in'law enforcement.”

-

Drops in crime “are largest in parts of the

city that need them most, the poorer
areas. . . . Equitable police deployment has
created a somewhat safercondition.”

Giuliani didn/t reallyanswerthewon: c sexWithehis gﬁe«ﬁ maybeitcan;
an’s query-aboutracist So_@gm wntihberiavo bas:
said: “Onthe. vnoimgﬁﬁaw%&g@u ey

. some isracially motivated. - .
Someis inthenature of police-

. work” — as'inStaten Island,
where a grand jury didn’t
o:.&.mm a black cop with kill-
ing Ernest mmwo:. whowas
black.

“Wehavetotalkto mmau oth-
eropenly about this,” he said.
“If we were interrupted by
news that a cop killed aman,
our predispositions might
make us leapto conclusions. .
Weneed room to analyze

- these things. We also need-a.
more &<o~.mm police force.”

Noting that most civilian-review com-
plaints.aren’t about brutality but about bad:
language, he said that morepolice diversi-
ty would help-“‘cops tothinkmore about

_ how they should relate to people.”

Urban League President Dennis Walcott
pressed.a bit, asking how to'get past mayor-

" - al sound bites on violent ineidents. “We

hope people see a balanced response,™
Giuliani said; eiting his mediations.of

~'Crown Heightsidisputes-over Labor Day

and Rosh Hashanah celebrations. :
Giuliani added that when an Arab killed.
aJewish youth-on'the Brooklyn Bridge, he..

didn’t just comfort Jews; he cautioned.

against blaming all Arabs and sponsored:
Arab-Jewish reconciliation mreetings. -
Surprisingly, he didn’t mentiomn his per-
sonal mediations inthe-Sayon case or his.
moving remarks at the funeral of-a Flat- _
bush boy killed by a cop who’d thought a toy
gun was real. Perhaps Giuliani didn’t want

_ to pander to this audience. “You can’t do

everything each side wants,” he said, “but

you want them to know you’ve been fair.”

Giuliani asked his listeners not to look

_for mayoral rhetoric orgestures keyed to -

race or racism, but to judge his “hard.
work’ to improve safety, schools and jobs.
His message was that true color-blindness.
does more than color-consciousness to
curb the dogs-of racism:
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