“It s rope-a-
dope,” the Rev.
Al Sharpton -
‘bragged again
yesterday at
City Hall after
. leading a rag-

- JIM g tag band over
= - the Brooklyn

. SLEEPER Bridge. “Rudy

Giuliani is going to fall out from being tired
of swingin’ at nothin’. What have I said to
provoke him? It's strange to me that he
keeps rejecting a meeting [ never request-
ed. He has made us the issue. But he may
need us before we need him.”

Feint, withdraw, jab. That's Sharpton’s
game. But to float like a butterfly and sting
like a bee, you really need fans. And those
who followed Butterfly Al over the bridge
yesterday and then circled him, chanting,
were young white members of the Socialist
Workers Party, young white members of the
NYU Lawyers Guild and fewer than 100
black people. This on Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday, when a lot of folk weren't
working and it hadn’t yet started to rain.
However you define “the black communi-

" swinging af nothing —

‘ty," itisn't at rmg51de in the great face-off

between Al and Rudy over recent clashes
between cops and Muslims.
. Inthat sense, at least, Giuliani is indeed

ing at all. Is he? Or are the media reading
too much into Hizzoner’s remarks? A pre-

dominantly black audience at the Brooklyn-

Academy of Music gave Giuliani respectful
applause yesterday after he calmed heck-
lers and asked everyone not to judge him as
a stereotype. And Giuliani and Sharpton
both seemed to acknowledge yesterday
that, just after the election, some of the
mayor-elect’s people, including future
Business Services Commissioner Rudy
Washington, had reached out to Sharpton,
who rebuffed their suggestion that he meet
with Giuliani.

Who comes off better in light of this reve-
lation depends on where you sit. Then
again, who cares? This is a fight not about
substance, but about who first picked the

fight itself. I say Sharpton. Not only did he

rebuffthe Giuliani camp’s overture; onJan.
6, before the mosque incident, hre an-
nounced that his march of yesterday would
protest “Giuliani the dream-buster.”

if, that is, heis swing-

It doesn't matter No Muslims from
Mosque Number 7 or from Brooklyn joined
Sharpton on that march yesterday. And, lat-
er, the Islamic Leadership Council held its
rally at City Hall without Sharpton or C.
Vernon Mason. Wherever the substance of
the dispute was, Sharpton wasn’t. Wherev-
er he was, there was no substance, just
schoolyard rhetoric. If anyone was “diss-
ing” him, it was the Muslims, not Giuliani or
Police Commissioner William Bratton.

EANWHILE, BACK in the real

world, a Daily News poll has 28%

of New Yorkers blaming the cops
for the mosque incident but only 7% approv-
ing of how Sharpton and Mason are han-
dling the dispute. What a verdict: Those
who don’t trust the cops in this matter trust
Sharpton & Co. even less. You can run from
City Hall to 125th St. and back to hear other-
wise, but most of the city thinks this is a case
not of Giuliani trying to pick black leaders

;. but of Sharpton caught trying to pick a fight.

Giuliani can knock him out simply by not
talking about him. -

Yesterday, only a few lost souls whom [
dearly hope Sharpton let march with him

A skimpy circle i in Sharpton’s corner

only out of Chrlstlan chanty, claimed that
cops had actually sat around saying, “Let’s
go storm a mosque” and had set up the rob-
bery call themselves — as Sonny Carson
charged yesterday on WLIB. Everybody ~
else knows that Bratton’s comment — “It’s
not an assault on the black community of
New York. It's an incident . . . which we are
attempting to ameliorate, get resolved and
get on with our lives”. — rings true.

Everybody also knows that if it had beena
synagogue up there on the third floorofa
building housing a supermarket and a gym
— there were hundreds of such synagogues
when Jews were new here — cops would
have charged up the steps just as fast. And
while the killing of the imam’s son is still a
murky tragedy, everyone now knows that he
was a convicted drug dealer, which means
not that he deserved to be shot but that he
did put himself in harm’s way.

So the question isn't whether Giuliani is
trying to pick black leaders or doing enough
to reach out to “the black community.” It’s <
whether those who are black leaders, in-
cluding those who've actually been elected 2
to lead, are too busy dancing with Butmwﬂy"m
Al to 2are anything for substance and truth, -
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